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INFO AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
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USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NOUAKCHOTT 1962 

CORRECTEDCOPY PARA 3. 

CASABLANCA FOR FISHERIES ATTACHE 

E.O. 211652: N/A 

TAGS: EFIS, PLOS, PFOR, MR, SS 

SUBJECT: MARITIME ZONE OFF MAURITANIAN PORTION OF WESTERN SAHARA 

REE: NOUAKCHOTT 1860 

SUMMARY: MAURITANIAN FONMIN SENT NOTE VERBALE TO ALL DIPLOMATIC 
MISSIONS AUGUST 10 WHICH SET FORTH GIRM POSITION ON 
MARITIME ZONE OFE ITS PORTION OP WESTERN SA BRA. IN EFFECT, 
MAURITANIAN CLAIMS 30 NAUTICAL MILES BEGINNING AT 24TH PARALLEL 
SOUTH TO ITS PERVIOUS MARITIME BORDER WITH EX-SPANISH 
SAHARA AND CONTINUING TO BZDER WITH SENEGAL. CLARIPICATION 
IS ALMOST CERTAINLY CONSQUENCE OF SEIZURE OF SOVIET FISOING 
VESSLES DURING JUNE (REPTEL). MTTE REQUESOU THAT RECIPIENTS 
DISSEMINATE THIS INFO TO APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES. END SUMMARY. 

END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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1. INFORMAL TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH OF NOTE VERBALE NO. 1080 
DATED AUGUST 10, 1976 FOLLOWS: QTE THE MINISTRY OP 
STATE FOR FOREIGN AFPAIRS OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF 
MAURTIANIA PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TOTHE DIPLOMATIC 
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MISSIONS ACCREDITED TO MAURITANIA AND, REEERRING TO ITS 
ATTACHED NOTE NO. 81 OE JANUARY 19, 1976, RELATIVE TO 
THE ACTIVITIES OF FOREIGN FISHING VESSLES OFF THE COAST 
BETWEEN NOUADHIBOU AND DAKHLAUND TO LAW NO 76 098 RE- 
LATIVE TO THE DESIGNATION OF THE BORDER BETWEEN THE KING- 
DOM OF MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA, HAS THE HONOM TOBRING 
THE FOLLOWING TO THEIR ATTENTION: 

THE ABOVE REFERENCED LAW WHICH FIXES THE BORDER BETWEEN 
MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA HAVING BEEN RATIFIED.THE NORTHERN 
BOUNDARY OF MAURITANIA'S MARITIME FRONTIER FOLLOWS THE 
24THE PARALLEL. 

CONSEQUENTLY, THE MARITIME ZONE LOCATED BETWEEN THE PRE- 
VIOUS NORTHERN BORDER OF MAURITANIA WITH THE FORMER 
SPANISH SAHARA AND THE NEW MAURITANIAN/NOROCCAN BOUNDARY 
BECOMES AN INTEGRAL PART OF MAURITANIA AND IS SUBJECT TO 
THE SAME CONDITHNS APPLYING TO THE REST OF THE MAURITANIAN 
ZONE AS CONERNYINAVIGATION AND FISHING. 

THE MINISTRY OF STATE FOR FIREIGN AFFAIRS WOULD BE 
GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD BRING TO THE ATTENTION OF APPRO- 
PRIATE AUTHORITIES OF YOUR COUNTRY THE CONTENTS OF 
THIS NOTE AND TAKES THIS OCCASION TO RENEW THE ASSU- 
RANCES OF ITS HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. UNQUOTE. 

2. INFORMAL TRANSLATIONFROM FRENCH OF NOTE VERBALE 
NO. 81 DATED JANUARY 19, 1976 FOLLOWS (EMBASSY DID NOT 
RECEIVE COPY WHEN IT WAS DISTRIBUTED LAST JANUARY: PRESUMABLY 
BECAUSE THERE ARE NO US BOATS FISHING IN THESE WWZERS): 

QTE THE MINISTRY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE ISLAMIC 
REPUBLIC OF MAURITANIA PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS ACCREDITED TO MAURITANIA AND HAS 
THE HONOR TO BRINLTHE FOLLOWING TO THEIR ATTENTION: 

THE GOVERNMENT OF MAURITANIA WISHES THAT FISHING VESSLES 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OF YOUR COUNTRY WHICH MIGHT PRESENTLY BE LOCATED OFF THE 
COAST BETWEEN NOUADHIBOU ANDPDAKHLA (VI 

OS) AB- 
STAIN FROM FISHING WITHIN THIRTY NAUTICAL MILES OF THE 
COAST. 

WHEN CONDITIONS OF COMPLETE SECURITY ARE ASSURD, FISHING 
ACTIVITY IN THIS ZONE WILL BE ABLE TO RECOMMENCE IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH MAURITANIAN REGULATIONS CONCERNING FISHING ANDDWITHIN 
THE CONTEXT OF PREVIOUS AGREEMENTS BETWEEN VARIOUS 
SHIP OWNERS AND OPERATORS AND THE MAURITANIAN MINISTRY IN CHARGE OF 
FISHING. 
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THE MINISTRY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS WOULD BE GRATE- 
FUL IF YOU WOULD BRING TO THE ATTENTION OF APPROPRIATE 
AUTHORITIES OF YOUR COUNTRY THE CONTENTS OF THIS NOTE 
AND TAKES THIS OCCASION TO RENEW THE ASSURANES OF ITS 
HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. UNQTE. 

END UNCLASSIFIED; BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: 

3. COMMENT: AUGUST lONOTE VERBJLE ALMOST CERTAINLY WAS 
PRECIPITATED BY RECENT SEIZURE AND FINING OF SOVIET FISH- 
ING VESSELS OFF MAURITANIAN PORTION OF WESTERN SAHARA 
(REFTEL). AS WE REPORTED IN REFTEL, LEGAL STATUS OF 
WATERS OFF WESTERN SAHARA WAS UNCLEAR EVEN TO LOCAL 
MAURITANIAN AND EXPATRIATE JURISTS. WE ARE NOT IN A 
POSITION TO ASSESS WHETHER ISSUANCE OF THIS NOTE VERBALE HAS 
STRENGTHENED GIRM LEGAL POSITION. INDEED, VERY USE OF NOT 
VERBALE FOR THIS KIND OF ANNOUNCEMENT WOULDSEEM TO BE UNUSUAL. 
WHATEVER FINE POINTS OF LEGAL ARGUMENTATION MAY BE, HOWEVER, 

IT IS CLEAR FROM MFA NOTE AND FROM SEIZURE, DETENTION AND FINING 
OF SOVIET TRAWLERS THAT GIRM INTENDS TO ENFORECE THE EXTENT OF 
ITS ABILITY JURISDICTION IT HAS ASSERTED OFF ITS PORZJN OF 
WESTERN SAHARA (TIL S EL SHARBIA). WE LEAVE TO 
DEPARENT DECISION AS TO WHKTHER INFORMATION CONTAINED IN 
MFA NOTES SHOULD BE CIRCULATED WITH U.S.KYMARITIME CIRCLESM 
IF INFORMATION IS DISSEMINATED, HOWEVER, EMBASSY WOULD 
APPRECIATE COPY OF CIRCULAR MESSAGE. 

HANDYSIDE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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